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Mugabe arrives for Euro-African summit
WHO warns of crisis in Gaza
CIA admits destroying interrogation tapes
Italian PM survives vote of confidence
Afghan defence minister reassures Dutch MPs
Death toll rises in Chinese mine blast
Suicide bomber kills 15 in Iraq
Oil spill threatens Korean coast
Arrest in Paris bombing
Japan executes three murderers
FARC warns Sarkozy to tone down
Ban Ki-moon appeals for material for Darfur
Tymoshenko nominated Ukranian prime minister
Violent crime falling in South Africa
Amsterdam police arrest Australian drug suspect
Bush writes to North Korean leader
Poland to support anti-death penalty day
Conditional sentence for lyrical terrorist
US government present mortgage plan
Survey: police, politicians, judiciary most corrupt
WHO: more research into child-specific drugs
Rudd wants to bridge gap between West & China
Paris explosion kills one
Israeli minister cancels UK trip
Pronk calls Uruzgan senseless mission
Georgia lifts ban on opposition TV station
Dutch to finance Indonesian education project

Dutch hearing on Afghanistan gets under way

The Hague (7 December) - The Lower House of the Dutch Parliament is holding a hearing on the Netherlands'
mission in Afghanistan today. Representatives of NATO, the military, and aid organisations will testify at the
hearing, as well as experts and government officials.

The first person to appear at the hearing is Afghan defence minister Abdul Rahim Wardak. NATO
Secretary-General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer has said he will not be attending, much to the irritation of many
Dutch MPs. The aim of the hearing is to pave the way for a parliamentary debate on extending the Dutch
mission in the Afghan province of Uruzgan until 2010. 

The Green Left and Socialist parties held an alternative hearing on Thursday. They believe that the official
hearing does not include enough input from opponents of extending the mission.
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Aruban judges uphold release in Holloway case
40 die in Chinese mine accident
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